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Today's Quote

You are a king by your own ﬁreszde
as much as any monarch (on) hzs throne
S ‘ (CERVANTES

Edltorlals ——

Urban renewal

Look to homeowners
MPROVING troubled . system helped change that
neighborhoods isnot . . Small homes replaced the
easy. As several experts told  massive hlgh-nses, and rent-

the New Hampshire Sunday
News this past Sunday; it
- takes a combination of busi-
ness, community and govern-
ment efforts. As city leaders
and residents look for ways to
reduce crime and boost the
curb appeal in some Man-
chester neighborhoods, in-
cluding spots on the West
Sidé in which crime recenﬂy
“has spiked, encouraging
homeownership and discour-
. aging large swaths of rental
- units needs to be a top pnon-

: Pehx Torres, who did won-
ders when he was head of
Manchester Neighborhood
-Housing Services before tak-
inga similar position in Balti-
more, noted in Sunday’s story.
- that “The lower the homeow-
“. nership rate, the higher the
level of social problems.”
“That is a truism borne out
by decades of social science
research. A case in point is
public housing in Chicago. As
columnist David Broder
points ouit on the opposite
page, Chicago’s high-rise -~
housing projects were notori-
ous havensfor gangs and
“-drug dealers. But a restruc-
ture of the public housmg

~ police help, took‘back thenf ’ '

_problems in the city.

“ter. More to the p

ers were mixed in with home-

__owners. A sense of ownership

over the neighborhood fol-
lowed, and residents, with

communities,

~ Alotof people blam -
sentee landlords for C i

there are plenty of good Iand-
lords who don't happen to

live in the bulldmgs they | rent.

Slumlords certainlyarea >

- problem in some areas. Some
- bad landlords could benefit

from some tutoring at the
hands of those wh do it bet— \f

though, high concer tratmns .
of rental housmg can under-
mine an area’s sense | -
munity and create conditions
not conducive to building

strong, safe neighborhoods.

Rental housing will always

be needed in Manchester

But the city needs to be Wary k
of creating nelghborhoods in
which homeowners are in the
minority. Homeowners have

“a much larger stake in their
‘neighborhoods than renters -

do. By investing in their
homes, they invest in the

. community. And that, it turns
out, means a great deal.




