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Cleanup Manchester

~JAXES. Education. Crime.
These are common issues’
<in every city:election. But

this yearManchester voters will -

likely see a newissue'added into

the mix, one that affects more -+

city residents (that is to say; just

about all of us) on:a much-more:

regular basis (nearly every day) -
than just about anything else.

This issue; of course, is one of - -
careless (often absentee) land- -

lords and negligent propetty
owners. Who among us doesn’t
pass, on a seemingly daily basis,
. multiple pieces of property
— sometimes entire neighbor-
hoods — that are deteriorat- -
ing, often littered with piles of -
garbage, old furniture, rusty -
appliances and the like creatmg
further eyesores? Add to this
the not uncommon scene of

‘ordinance changes that the
' Commumty Services Commit-

unregistered cars in front yards
-and alleyways and regular graf-

fiti, and significant portions of

"Manchesterare really startmg to

ook run-down.: .
Several months ago; the
Community Services Commit-:

tee of NeighborWorks Greater
Manchesterrightly identified

the high number of careless
landlords and negligent prop-
erty owners to be the city’s No.

1 quality-of-life issue, After .

discovering that the city ] hadno

plan to address this widespread
problem through ordinance
change, the committee decided

to do something about it.

The result was four proposed

tee feels to be a step in the right
drrectron in cleaning up our

’ owner recerves a
. tlon itis a measly

The ﬁrst of the ommrttee
proposals would mcrease

; g
property owners would much

‘rather pay this piddling fine
than to actually be bothered to
~ clean up their act (and prop- -

erty). It's nothing more thana

: _ cost of doing business to them.

The committee would like to see

_ first-time fines upped to $250.

The committee would also

like to see housing code and
. trash-related city ordinances

~already on the books be more
pro- actwely enforced. Asitnow

- stands, many violations aren t
being addressed in a txmely
manner, and if they are, it’s

‘often informally with no c1ta-
- tions issued. How responsive

- do you think problem landlords
- tenants also have a role to play
in keeping their buildings and
~_ neighborhoods clean. That's

_ why the committee proposes

_ thatlandlords be required to

provide their tenants with
 literature detailing the city’s

~‘and negligent property owners

. are to'laws that aren’t: ngorously,

enforced?

 Butevenifsome problem
property owniers are cited,
that’s no guarantee that they’ II
fix the problem, or even pay
their fines. This is especially
true of landlords who do not |

themselves live in Manchester.”

_Even citations sent via regis- =
-tered mail will often be returned

~ grinand bear it. To stop this
abuse, the committee would like
to s

k unclanned At that pomt there S

not much the city can do except

hens placed on properties

propertres area blg problem,

and not just for the residents
- who live in the affected nelgh

borhoods, Property values.

_across the city are brought

fines remain unpaid so -

- that if nothmg else, taxpayers

will get the money owed them it they ol be, meani ng

when the propertyissold.
maﬂy, the Commumty Ser-.
vices Committee recognizes that -

trash collection ordmances and
polrcxes
As anyone who drives, walks,

rides or runs across Manchester
can plainly see, such poorly kept’

down by po ckets of neghgence
"Crty tax col] ecuons are less than ;

the rest of us have to pay more.
Good Iandlords have problems
finding tenants. The list goes on

. andon.

This affects us all Every day

It cannot be 1gnored any Ionger -
: ®

Will Stewart is the commumty serwces spes

" cialist at NeighborWorks Greater Manchester

and serves as staff liaison to the Commumty
Services Committee, The committee’s proposed

ordinance changes aresetto gol before the

Board of Mayor and Aldermen’s .Committee :
on Administration and Information Systems
tomorrow.: :




