Housing and its effect on deterring crime

T October 2006, Mayor Frank Guin-
ta relzased a six-point plan fo address
varions issues concerning Manches-
ter 5 neighborhoods snd hew the May-
or ks Office and ofty dapartments will ad-
dress them. This week, the Mayor will
provids an update to the community in
a serfes of colupmz. Todays installment
discuzzes housing.

By FRANK GUINTA
Bbavor, Cify of Manchester

Affordable and workforee
honsing i Manchester is vi-
tal to the economic devel-
opment of our city. The ef
fects of a sufficient housing
supply in cor inner city and
the West Side sre numerous:
It would reduce the size of
the city’z blighted areas; en-
courage young and talented
individuals to move into the
areq; spus more private investment; and
whtimately lead to 2 reduction of crime.

That said, the perceived housing ori-
siz in our ity needs the fisll attendion
of our city government snd the Board
of Maver and Aldermen, and I plan to
make it a high prionity in 2007,

We must stast with a thorough evsl-
ngtion of our curreat policies. I believe
that the priorities of ouwr vasious hous-
ing agencies, while well intentioned,
are not necessarily meeting the needs

Mavor Frank Guinta

of the oversll community. A cibrwide
fiousing plan needs o be established
that wilf better allocate city, state and
federal funds for the betterment of our
comeanty.

iy office ix working with the federal
Hounsing and Urban Development agen-
ey, the Manchester Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority, and Neighbor
Woeks fo help people establish home
owaoership and to revital
ize blighted and distressed
center city residences.

We alwo worked wih
the congressional delega-
tion to secure fonds for a
{ead paint mitigation grant,
which &5 stifl & pressing is-
sue in some cemter cify
residences.

Another major initiative,
which will be snnounced
soog, will be a special task
force to address ways to improve down-
town housing eptons. This grovp will
bring together some of the area’s most
imowledgeable housing and develop-
ment experts. They will propose their
own ideas, as well as evaluate what oth-
er communities are doing to dmprove af-
fordable and workforce housing stocks.

By evaluating the best practices of
these communities, sspecially those of
a similar size az Manchester, we cansee
what works and what is the vetors on in-

vesiment of these effouts.

One more ares my offfce will be ac-
tively working with the sldesmien on is
to develop policies that eocowage ve-
zponsible ownership of existing rental
units, While there are many great land-
lords in Manchester—"both Iocally and
from out-of-town—there remains 2 seg-
ment that are neglecting their propesties,
not checking the references of their ten-
ants and iznoring the pressing needs of
those that Hve in their buildings.

Thiz st stop, and I will be redou-
bling my efforts to develop sound pol-
icies to address this increasingly press-
ing—and distressing—izsue.

Evervone in Manchester deserves to
ive in safe housing and the opporfunt-
ty o live the American Dresm of home
ownership.

Frank Guinta k office can be reacked
at 624-6300.
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