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It starts with trash on the srdewalk
Before you know it, there’s an old couch
and a set of box springs out there 100.

. Then graﬁitl starts to pop up. After that
petty crime becomes a prob-
lem. More  serious - crimes
follow.: ‘Before * long, resi-
dents-who can begin to flee
the neighborhood. =~

Vacancy rates -go up. as
landlords have.trouble find-
ing . good~ tenants. = Care-
less landlords -end up rent-
ing to just anybody. to fill
their units. . Property  val-
ues decrease and residents begm to feel
unsafe.

- So'begins nerghborhood decay

Known popularly as the Broken Wrrr— ,
dow Theory, this scenario is beginning -

to play out, yet again, in a number of
pockets across Manchester. The result is
the decline of some neighborhoods and
a threat to many others.

To stop this creeping urban blight be-

proposed four ordinance changes aimed

~at giving city govemment more tools I am hopeﬁ;l that the
with which to pursue problem landiords ~ the Board and Mayor and Al
_and other n ghgent property owners. . - '

Last Tuesday ‘night, the I
Board of Mayor and Alder-
man ’s Committee on Ad-

stration and Inforrnatlon

Services discussed our sug-
gestions, ultimately ado of 1
one of them, namely rarsmg . deed, there are pockets 0 f deca
fines for a number of hous- ithe crty Some parts are less affected :
ing- and trash:related viola- i
tions. Thrs isa posrtlve ﬁrst
qtep, but it does not go far cy 10 spread Tomorro'

enough : - in'myneighborhoad; or yoursy

Aswas brought outin commrttee drs- . It’s all-connected. When one part of

cussion Tuesday night, .the nerghbor— - the city suffers, we all suffer. And if we -

hood decay problems faced by various don’tmp the problemmthe budnow, its
sections of the city are systemrc They Just going to get worse for everyone

will ‘not be solved by:simply upping Y
fines; or even hiring a new compliance Wzlz’ Stewartzs the Commumly:Servzc- :
officer. Alderman Mike Lopez was-ab- . es Specialist at NeighborWorks Greater.
solutely correct when he stated the obvi- - Manchester and serves as staff liaison !
ous: “‘the system isn’t working.” " ‘to the Community Services Committee.. =




